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29 March, 2001

Department of Environmaental Quality
Division of Drinking Water

P.O. Box 144830

Salt Lake City, UT 84114-4830

Attention: Ken Wilde
Subject: Emigration Improvement District, Water System Expansion Project
Dear Mr. Wilda:

We have reviewed the infermation sent to us regarding Emigration Improvement
District’s (EID) proposal to build new and consolidate existing water systems in the
upper end of Emigration Canyon. Tha primary purpose of the project, as we
understand, is to provide reliable drinking water to existing homes and to expand
the water systam for present and future development,

Our primary concern for this water development is the potential for depletion of
flows in the headwaters of Emigration Creek and its tributaries. Results from
recent genetic studies have shown that a ‘cora population’ of Bonneville cutthroat
trout, a8 State Conservation Species, is found in Emigration Creek (prior to thesa
studies, the cutthroat trout from Emigration Creek were thought to have the
potential to be pure Bonneville cutthroat). Populations of Bonnaville cutthroat
which ara mora than 92% pure, are designated as ‘core populations', whose
habitat and genetic integrity should be protacted. ‘Conservation Species’ are those
wildlife species or subspecies cumrently receiving sufficient special management and
protection by various resource agencies® under a Conservation Agresment to
preclude its becoming listed as a Threatened or Endangered species. The
Conservation Agreement and Strategy for Bonneville Cutthroat Trout in the State of
Utah (1997) identifies water development and diversion of stream flows as one of
the greatest causes of habitat loss or degradation for this species,

Your brief description of this project does not indicate current and historic flow
pattemns in the Emigration Creek and its Burr Fork, Killyon Canyon, and other
tributaries, and future flow patterns under the proposed housing and watar
developments, and their effects on the stream and riparian environment.
Infermation is also lacking regarding sources of water for the future development.



Based on the information provided to us, we have serious concern about the
apparent loss of habitat (stream flows and riparian environment) for Bonnaville
cutthroat trout which will likely occur if this project were to proceed.

Please contact our Habitat Manager, Doug Sakaguchi, at our Central Region Office
in Springville, UT at BO1-4B3-5678, if you have any gquestions.

Sincerely,

'F}?mfu(%g’v:{;—

David M. Hintze
Regional Supervisor

"Hosouros agencies sigaatary 19 the Corservation Agresment and Strategy Tor Bonnawille Cutiteoat Trawst in the Stote of
Ugaty, Imekide: Divlsion of Wildlite Resources, Fish snd Wildlife Servics, Borsou of Lond Mansgemernt, Bursss of Beclamation,
Furset Sarvics, sk Aeclomation Mitlgation and Conservation Comimission, and the Confedemted Tribes of the Dashits

Fmseruation,



