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There is much to talk about since our last newsletter. First, I
want to welcome two new ECCC members: Matt Boley our new
legal expert, and Steve Borst, our newsletter publisher. Matt will
serve the balance of Kara Barton’s term, and Steve will serve out
Wayne Day’s term. Thank you Kara and Wayne for your service!!
Your ECCC was busy last year. Here are some 2013 highlights:!
1) Slope stabilization planting was done last fall with the help of
the community, bicycle club volunteers and SLCo. Additional
hydroseeding will be done on the very steep areas to prevent new
erosion. Engineering for heavy rock removal in the canyon is
being completed by SLCo and UDOT. It is hoped this project
will be started this summer. We will get notices out to residents
when the work is scheduled.!
2) The Pinecrest Community Container site is complete. !
3) Stream and culvert flood control work is complete, save some
revegetation and rework. Some areas are under review.!
4) Trout, Smokey, Cedarlof and Red Hill roads were paved last
year but the temperature was too low for the asphalt. They will
be redone this spring along with a 50’ cap on the new culvert in
Killyon’s when the temperature is optimal.!
5) The old Ma Bell microwave relay panels were removed from
the NW entrance to Emigration Canyon last fall. Thank you
Larry Walters at CenturyLink for budgeting this work to restore
that area to its natural state. (continued on Page 2)!
1

emigrationcanyon.org

Spring 2014

Letter from the Chair (continued from Page 1)!
6) The new Verizon tower is complete and operational with our
ECCC/CERT ham antenna up and running as well. We asked
Verizon to place the ham antenna on the structure with our
approval of their permit. I have contacted AT&T, T-Mobile and
Sprint to see if they would place antennas on that site as well.!

Chevron Right-Of -Way
Maintenance This Spring
As many residents know, Chevron
Pipeline Company operates and
maintains two 10-inch crude oil
pipelines that traverse down Emigration
Canyon from Little Mountain to near
Camp “K.” There, the pipelines exit the
canyon toward Red Butte and end at the
North Salt Lake refineries.
To maintain the pipelines’ integrity,
Chevron periodically clears overgrown
vegetation from the pipeline right of
way. This work will consist of minor
tree/brush clearing and trimming and
will be limited to the 16.5 foot Chevron
right of way. No herbicides will be
used. Weather permitting the work may
start as soon as April. Should we
squeeze some more winter in this year,
work will commence when conditions
permit. Chevron will be utilizing a
contractor, WPFI, to perform this work.
You may have seen their trucks in the
area performing Chevron maintenance
in the past.
With spring upon us, always remember
to call 811 (Blue Stakes of Utah) before
you begin any digging or excavation
work. It’s the law. Calling before you dig
will allow a utility line locator to identify
any buried utilities in the area of your
digging project at no cost to you. A
single post hole project can cause
extensive damage to buried
infrastructure. Chevron pipeline safety
informational brochures are currently
available in the Emigration Fire Station
lobby area.
Questions? Contact Kris Hohenselt,

khohen@live.com

7) The ditches were cleaned a couple of years ago, but SLCo
needs to come back out to recut them to a -10º to help trap the
debris that sloughs oﬀ the canyon roadsides. That work should be
done this summer.!
8) Internet was improved last year by CenturyLink bringing in 40
mbps service to residents in the lower canyon and Utah
Broadband filling in areas that were poorly served or not served
in the past. Please contact us if you are dissatisfied with your
Internet service, and we will put you in touch with providers that
serve the canyon. Also see the Utah Broadband Project article on
page 5 of this newsletter. !
9) Vacant home issues have all been addressed, to conform with
Salt Lake County and Salt Lake Valley Health Department
regulations.!
10) The Killyon’s Canyon culvert was upgraded from steel to
concrete. This will allow fire trucks to get up to the all of the
houses in Killyon’s in case of fire or other emergency. Killyon’s
Canyon road area was surveyed by SLCo. Planning is going ahead
to create a hammer head at the top of the canyon for fire truck
turn around, an information kiosk and marked parking.!
11) With intense pressure on Mayor Becker and the Salt Lake City
Council, the ECCC, SLCo and East Bench neighborhoods
stopped the “Sunnyside Lane Diet,” which would have reduced
Sunnyside from four to two lanes. This narrowing would have
impaired east-west travel severely, especially during commuter
hours, special events and emergencies.!
12) Finally, legislation for single-file bicycle riding in the canyon
was drafted; however, we found that the first bill provided by the
DA did not work for us. As a compromise, we requested uniform
bike lanes. In March, ECCC presented a resolution drafted by
Megan Hillyard to the Salt Lake County Council and Mayor, who
voted to approve it. At the end of this process, we might finally
have a solution to bicycle issues. You can find the resolution on
the Salt Lake County or ECCC websites.
(continued on Page 3)!
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Letter from the Chair (continued from Page 2)!

Green Waste Collection:
Coming to a Curb Near You!
Green waste will be collected on
the same day as garbage and
recycling. Customers who are
interested can sign up at any time
and receive a specially designed
green waste can. The cans have
vents to prevent moisture buildup
and help with the composting
process.
Subscribers will pay a one-time
start up fee and an annual
collection fee. The green waste
program is designed to be selfsustaining and is not subsidized by
the annual garbage and recycling
fee.
Green waste will be taken to either
the Trans-Jordan or the Salt Lake
Valley landfill, where the materials
are composted and then sold to
residents. Composting saves
landfill space and helps manage
landfill methane emissions. In
addition, there is a significant cost
savings from diverting green waste
from the landfill: It will cost $16 a
ton to dump green waste
compared to $26 a ton for
household garbage.
This program is offered by the
Wasatch Front Waste and Recycling
District.

For 2014 we are working on planning for complete bike lanes,
more plantings, concerts in the canyon, a master emergency
evacuation plan, more complete and upgraded internet and cell
service, deadfall clearing, lobbying SLCo to change protocols for
canyon event permitting to align with SLC event permitting,
more eﬀorts toward recycling and doing what ever we can as a
community council to help create as sense of “community” in our
canyon. !
Please let us know what the ECCC can do to enhance your
experience in the canyon or if you would like to volunteer for
community events.!
It is an honor to serve the residents of Emigration Township.
Thank you for the opportunity!!
Cheers, !
Rick Raile, Chair
ctcinc@qwestoﬃce.net!

The Emigration Canyon
Railroad
There are 27 canyons from City Creek to the east part of the Salt
Lake Valley to the south Point of the Mountain. Only two have
both an entrance and an exit: Emigration (Last Creek) Canyon
and Parley’s Canyon. Historically, the most significant canyon
was Emigration. The Ute Indians lived in Emigration and
considered it a holy place. The Donner-Reed Party, Mormon
pioneers, the Pony Express, the Overland Stage, and the
Emigration Canyon Railroad all traveled through the canyon. It
was home to rock quarries and timber harvesting, mining activity,
sheepherders and homesteaders, summer cabins, the Pinecrest
Inn, Ruth’s Diner, the Wagener Brewery and — quite possibly —
moonshiners.!
John W. Young, son to Brigham Young, in 1884 organized the Salt
Lake and Fort Douglas Railroad (SL&FD). His railroad ran from
the Denver and Rio Grande depot at 600 West and 200 South to
its own depot at 800 South and Main Street. It passed through
Salt Lake City through 400 South to 500 South, delivering
(continued on Page 8)
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Addressing
Addresses, and Hydrants
!
Imagine emergency responders attempting to
locate your home in the middle of the night.
Would your house address be easy to see? !
Something we notice throughout Emigration
Canyon is the variety of ways that address
numbers are displayed on homes. Some areas
along Emigration Canyon Road display them on a
mailbox by the road. Others display them on the
residence. Some folks still have the old address
and not the new county coordinate. Some have
both. We see signs at the ends of driveway and
numbers on rocks.!

hydrants are marked with a sign indicating its
location, but those too can get buried. Precious
time is lost if fire crews must dig out a hydrant
before connecting to it. In the wintertime, please
take a moment to ensure that the hydrant in front
of your house is clear of snow. In the warmer
months, please make sure it is clear of foliage. The
fire code requires a 36” clearance around a fire
hydrant.!
Fire crews check hydrants every year. If we
encounter an overgrown or obstructed hydrant,
we will attempt to clear it. If the homeowner has
inadvertently obstructed access to a hydrant, we
will contact you to discuss ways to improve
access.!
Thank you for taking a moment of your time to
help us at Unified Fire and Unified Police to
respond to emergencies quickly and eﬃciently.!
Respectfully,!

Next time you drive up to your house, please
check to see when you can first see your address.
If someone who has never been to your house
before arrives in the middle of the night, would
the number obvious and easy to read? Is it low to
the ground? Buried in snow? Has a tree or bush
grown over it? Does it face the direction from
which a first responder would typically approach?!

Michael Conn
Firefighter/Paramedic
Unified Fire Authority, Station 119
Emigration Canyon

As emergency responders we look for addresses in
three main areas: (1) Above the front door; (2)
above the garage door; and (3) on a mailbox. All of
these areas are fine. If you have a stone at the end
of your driveway and like your address placed on
it please make sure the numbers contrast in color
to the stone and that the address is clear of snow
and foliage. !
Another item to check is whether the fire hydrant
near your home becomes buried in snow. Many
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Slow Internet?

We Need Your Help!
Internet service is key for economic and social development. We cannot live without electricity, gas, or
potable water. Likewise, reliable Internet services are becoming more and more essential for our
communities, not only for Facebook and Netflix but also for applications like telemedicine, distance
education or even to pay bills, check the weather, or work from home. Currently there are multiple
broadband companies that provide services in Emigration Canyon, but we understand that sometimes the
services are intermittent or even non-existent. !
The State of Utah, through the Governor’s Oﬃce of Economic Development, has launched the Utah
Broadband Project to identify areas that are unserved or underserved by broadband. The goal of the
Broadband Project is to formulate a comprehensive plan for broadband deployment and adoption in
Utah.!
The Broadband Project has heard from residents in Emigration Canyon that quality, reliable broadband
services are lacking and residents sometimes must resort to driving to more urban locations to perform
simple online tasks or wait a for long periods of time for even a simple document to download. We would
like to better understand the current broadband situation in Emigration Canyon, and we need your help!!
Please visit broadband.utah.gov while using your internet service in Emigration Canyon. When on the
homepage, click “I have broadband” (test my broadband connection speed), enter in your location
information and take the broadband speed test. Taking this speed test as many times as possible
(including at diﬀerent times of the day) will help us collect critical service information for your area. This
oﬃcial government site will only collect generic information, excluding all personal and identifiable data.!
We intend to compile the results this spring and provide a report to the Emigration Canyon Community
Council. !

We hope you can help us with this project — don’t forget to take the SPEED TEST!
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Firewise Day 2014:
Saturday, May 31, 9:00 am - noon
at the Emigration Canyon Fire Station

!

Our theme this year will be “How to Survive a
Wildfire.” This is the reason I and your friendly
local firefighters and all of the emergency crews
want everyone in the canyon to attend. We don’t
want anyone to die because they don’t have the
knowledge they need to survive. It is true:
Knowledge is power. We have used grants and
chipping programs to help you prepare your
homes to survive a fire. Once a year, each
homeowner in the canyon will be able to order a
dumpster at no cost for dead fall branches and
clippings. This dumpster program will replace our
chipping program, so there will be no chipping
this year. We will have a handout about this
program at Firewise Day. Now our emphasis is
going to be what to do when a fire happens.
Knowing what to do and taking the actions to get
yourself and your family safely evacuated can
make the diﬀerence between safety and tragedy. !

1 .When to evacuate?%
Don’t wait for a reverse 911 call. If a fire is
threatening, it’s better to leave before you have to
than wait until the last minute. Leave as quickly
as you can. If you feel threatened, leave
immediately. The longer you wait, the better the
chances you could be trapped on crowded roads.
Cars clogging the roads can seriously slow down
emergency vehicles and firefighters trying to get
to the fire. Many people fleeing the Waldo
Canyon fire described the scene as terrifying, with
flames bearing down on them and ashes and
burning embers raining down as the bumper-tobumper traﬃc tried vainly to move. For many it
took several hours to complete a white-knuckle
drive that normally would have taken seven
minutes. So leave early. Make sure all family
members and pets are accounted for. Make sure
your important stuﬀ and your emergency kit are
loaded in the car. Keep cell phones and supplies
handy in case you become trapped in your car.
Don’t worry about your house; focus on getting
everyone out safely. In the summer months,

always keep at least a half tank of gas in all your
cars so that if you encounter road delays you will
not block traﬃc. After leaving the canyon, find
out where the evacuation center is located. Then
go or call the center to let them know that you are
safe so that firefighters are not sent to try and
locate you.!

2. Driving through fire is not recommended,
but if you get caught in a car by the fire,
there are things that may help you survive.%
If you have a choice, take a four-wheel drive car or
truck that will be able to drive over logs if they
have fallen in the road or other hazards to get
over. Be familiar with your escape routes since
with smoke you can barely see or breath. Drive
slowly with windows and vents closed and
headlights on. Keep moving, but watch for other
vehicles, pedestrians and animals. If driving more
than one vehicle, turn on your walkie-talkies.
Don’t text or talk while driving except in an
emergency. Look out for fire trucks and
emergency vehicles; they may be moving quickly,
so stay out of their way. If you must stop, don’t
block the road. Try to get oﬀ the road and park in
a safe place with little or no vegetation. If a fire
overtakes you in your vehicle, do not leave the car.
You are safer inside until the fire passes. The
temperature inside the car will get very hot but
outside is much worse. Lie on the floor or as close
to the floor as you can get, at least get below the
windows, and cover your face with a wool or
cotton blanket or coat. If you see pedestrians, and
if you can squeeze them inside, oﬀer them a ride.
You may save their lives.!

3. If you are unable to flee because the fire
has cut oﬀ your escape —%
Choose a place to shelter that has the best chance!
(continued on Page 7)!
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Firewise Day 2014 (continued from Page 6)%
of withstanding the fire front long enough for it
to move past you. If you have followed the
Firewise landscaping, building and maintenance
guidelines, cleared your deck and know your roof
is clean and free from debris, the best shelter
could be your home. If in doubt, ask firefighters
for an inspection. They do it for free. You might
have a neighbor who has done mitigation, built
with fire in mind, and who would be willing to
shelter you. Go to the fire station if it is nearby.
Shelter on the opposite side of the building from
the approaching fire front, but avoid the
basement. You will have a better idea of what is
happening in the house if you are on the main
floor, and you will need an easy exit door that
faces away from the direction of approaching
flames.!
Keep flashlights handy: Smoke can make it seem
like nighttime. Make sure you have gloves, as
doorknobs heat to searing temperatures. Close all
windows, doors and shutters. Take down light
synthetic curtains that could catch fire from
radiant heat. Shut oﬀ all attic fans, whole house
fans, swamp coolers and interior fans that could
draw smoke, cinders and ash into the house.
Leave your lights on for as long as you have power.
If firefighters are in the area, lights can help them
find you. Fill bathtubs, sinks and as many
containers as you can with water. Dress in heavy
long pants, long-sleeved shirts and closed-toed
boots or shoes. Tuck hair under hats with brims.
Have gloves, scarves and wool, fire retardant
materials or cotton blankets or coats ready to go
with you. Sheltering under wool blankets or coats
can dramatically reduce your exposure to heat and
smoke. Avoid synthetics (polyester fleece,
nylon,etc.); they can melt on your skin and can
burn badly. Keep calm and together and pets
confined. As the fire approaches, stay away from
windows; you can be exposed to radiant heat, and
windows can shatter and let in fire. The roar of an
approaching wildfire is both deafening ad
terrifying. To survive, you have to stay inside until
the fire front passes. Expect the house to get very
hot and smoky. But it is much worse outside,
where it is ten times hotter and the air is filled
with deadly gases and smoke. If your home
catches fire, eventually you will need to escape the

Spring 2014

house. Timing is crucial. Wait long enough for the
main fire front to pass so the air outside is
breathable, but not long enough to suﬀocate or
have the house collapse on top of you. Then do
what the firefighters do: Escape into the black
where it has already burned. After exiting, check
the air and remember hot air rises so check low
before standing up. Proceed with caution. Look
out for smoldering stump holes and trees that
could topple over on you. If your house has not
caught fire and the main fire front has passed, !
check to see if there is anything burning in attic,
roof, eaves, under decks and porches, or a wood
pile or smoldering ashes close to the house that
you can put out with a bucket of water (I would
go around the house with my garden sprayer) and
put out any spot fires.!
We plan to have short teaching sessions on
diﬀerent aspects of surviving a wildfire and
evacuation. Please try to have at least one family
member attend so that they can pass on the
information. Also consider that you need to teach
your children about fires. Often, children are
home alone after school. If a wildfire started in
the canyon the police would close the canyon to
incoming traﬃc except for emergency vehicles
and the electricity could be cut oﬀ by the fire or
to protect firefighters. You may not be able to get
to or in touch with your children, so you have to
train them what to do and what their
responsibilities are in various scenarios and
circumstances. Then you need to prepare and
practice so they will not panic but know what to
do.!

!

Resources%
✦

Ready, Set, Go: http://wildlandfirersg.org!

✦

Firewise: http://firewise.org!

✦

Questions? Email Kathy Christensen,
kchriste@xmission.com
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The Emigration Canyon Railroad
(continued from Page 3)
carloads of material to various companies,
stopping at the lime kilns at the mouth of Red
Butte Canyon and ending at the Popper Ranch at
Dry Canyon. In 1888, Young expanded his railroad
into Dry Canyon and replaced the wagon road
that went into rock and brick-clay deposits owned
by the Salt Lake Rock Co. The main line
continued across Fort Douglas, transporting
about six million pounds of military equipment
and supplies each year. This “spur” to Emigration
Canyon ran behind the present Foothill Post
Oﬃce and into Emigration Canyon, stopping
behind the Wagener Brewery, just above the
present site of This is the Place Monument. Every
year, the railroad delivered 150,000 pounds of
coal, 200 tons of coke, 50 cars of barley and
another 50 cars of empty kegs and bottles to the
brewery. SL&FD Railroad was much like the
streetcar system, stopping at cross streets and
interchanging passengers with the street cars, but
it used steam locomotives. They were noisy,
smoky, and hazardous, making them unpopular
with the citizenry. In 1890, John W. Young
overextended himself, and the company went
bankrupt. LeGrand Young, Brigham Young’s
nephew and attorney, acquired the rock quarries
and the railroad and continued to run them
himself. In 1895, the federal government closed
Red Butte Canyon to provide a clean water source
for Fort Douglas. As compensation, the
government granted LeGrand Young the right-ofway of Wasatch Drive, between the University of
Utah Main campus and the Health Sciences
Center, the right-of-way up Sunnyside Avenue,
$30,000 cash and the land in the Federal Heights
area.!
Following the closure of Red Butte Canyon,
LeGrand Young was left with only the smaller and
“further from town” quarries in Emigration !
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The Railroad’s handsome car, Red Butte, was as
stylish as any interurban line in the country. Here she
prepares to depart from Pinecrest. (Johnson photo,
Robert W. Edwards collection, Utah Ghost Rails, used
by permission, Utah State historical Society, all rights
reserved. Published in The History of Emigration
Canyon, Gateway to Salt Lake Valley, 2003.)

Canyon: a red sandstone quarry in Burr Fork near
Pinecrest, and two quarries in Brigham Fork. One
of the two was white sandstone, which was better
in strength and color, and one was red. The old
Salt Lake City Library (now the Leonardo) and
the wall around Temple Square are built of white
sandstone. Smaller quarries existed in Killyon
Canyon and Gold Gulch but were not exploited.
Sand and other rock also were brought out of the
Canyon. In 1907, LeGrand Young sold his land in
Federal Heights and organized the Emigration
Canyon Railroad Company (ECRR) to build an
electric railway for transportation from the
quarries and Wagener Brewery. E.H. Harriman,
the head of the Union Pacific Railroad, and others
advised him against that decision. In 1908,
LeGrand began the construction of electric trains
that ran on tracks 31 inches apart for 14 miles
from the city to the Pinecrest quarries. The
electric trains were safer (no smoke), more
pleasant (no smoke) and less expensive to run.
(continued on Page 9)!

8

emigrationcanyon.org

The Emigration Canyon Railroad
(continued from Page 8) !
The railroad, however, exceeded its budget almost
immediately. The company received loans from
the LDS Church and others, but electricity was
very expensive, costing thousands of dollars each
year. Wire corrosion due to the weather increased
costs even further. The railroad did not operate
during the winter. Rock was not taken to
locations in the valley due to concern about
accidents and injury, although it could have been
done. The rock was taken to a location near the
University of Utah, next to the Mount Olivet
Cemetery (845 South), with the original oﬃce
used as a residence. The train ride into the cooler
weather was exciting for people down in dusty
Salt Lake City, and it became a popular diversion. !
To counter financial losses in the quarry business,
LeGrand looked to expanding his electric trains.
He obtained four motorized cars, with two of
them christened “Red Butte” and “Wanship.”
They were quite luxurious, with triple-arched
windows in their wooden sides, and plush
interiors, painted Pullman green with gold trim,
with red and green flags flying in the wind. Two
other cars, “Wasatch” and “Oquirrh,” were nonmotorized trailers. The train journey began at two
places, at the Hotel Utah and at Mount Olivet.!
In 1911 the item “concrete,” entered the story.
Concrete proved cheaper and easier for
foundations than rock. There is a diﬀerent
interpretation of whether that issue alone has to
do with the eventual closing of the ECRR. Five
more motorized or open-air passenger cars were
added. Strevell and Paterson of the National and
Estate Company contacted LeGrand regarding
building an inn at Pinecrest, and the development
of cabin lots in that area. LeGrand provided
National with land for Pinecrest and development
of housing throughout the canyon came about.
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Pinecrest Inn was completed in 1913 and was a
success. The railroad operated in the red and
could not pay its own employees and debts. In
1924, LeGrand made a final, unsuccessful eﬀort to
save his railroad, asking the residents between
Emigration Canyon and East Millcreek to raise
$10,000 to move the tracks over to East
Millcreek. !
In 1916, not one car load of stone came out of
Emigration Canyon, and in 1917, during World
War I, the railroad was dismantled and sold to an
army base in Tacoma, Washington. The story of
the ECRR is not just that of nine miles of track in
Emigration Canyon. ECRR provided building
stone for a growing city following the closure of
Red Butte Canyon. It obtained financial support
from the young LDS Church and provided
transportation to the masses when automobiles
were expensive and unreliable. It oﬀered
recreation to the population and aided the
development of the Salt Lake Valley. !
✦

Author Stanley A. Fishler is Chair of the
Emigration Canyon Historical Society

The History of Emigration
Canyon, Gateway to Salt Lake
Valley
Cynthia Furse, Jeﬀrey Carlson and Stanley
Fishler are in the process of updating “The
History of Emigration Canyon, Gateway to Salt
Lake Valley.” They will be correcting errors and
adding a section to the book about changes in
the Canyon since publication of the first edition
in 2003.

9

