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Letter from the chair
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Dear Emigration Canyon residents,

Treasurer/Sanitation Liaison
Pat Struhs
plstruhs@gmail.com

I am writing to you from the Caribbean between dives, since there is no snow in Utah to ski
on. The diving keeps me from being depressed about not being able to ski. Having said all that,
it has been nice to drive on a dry canyon road this time of year.

Secretary
Mae Taylor-Ohlin
maetohlin@msn.com

The SLCo council recently voted to fund our request for slope stabilization in the canyon.
This spring the ECCC, Salt Lake County Public Works and several bicycle clubs will be doing
plantings on the sides of the road in Emigration Canyon as part of our aggressive slope
stabilization program. If you are interested in joining us for coffee, pastries and fun planting
native plants in our canyon, please contact any member of the ECCC.You will also see some
SLCo machinery and construction in the canyon doing slope stabilization on more seriously
effected areas. The goal is to keep the debris off the canyon road making it safe for all who
use the roadway. Please use extreme caution when you pass by areas that are being worked
on so we can make the “process” a safe one.
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We are looking at dates to do another Share the Canyon event this spring. Last fall, we ended
up picking the only Saturday in October that it rained. There was still some great interaction
between bicyclists and canyon residents that stopped to check it out. The council feels
education is a key component to help make bicycling and motoring in the canyon safer for all
concerned. We all need to take steps to be more aware and courteous toward one another
while bicycling or driving on the canyon road.
On July 14th the ECCC is working on sponsoring an Emigration Canyon “Movie Under the
Stars” at Camp K. The admission is free to canyon residents, just bring your blankets and
snacks and we’ll do the rest. The movie will be appropriate for all ages, so please bring the
whole family.Your suggestions for a movie for this first annual movie event in the canyon
would be greatly appreciated. One stipulation is that Disney movies can not be shown due
to restrictions by Disney. I have seen these movie nights in other townships in SLCo and
the residents love them. It will be a great chance for us all to get to know each other a little
better and share some quality time together in a beautiful setting.
Some of the things the ECCC has been working on since our last newsletter are the
Emigration Canyon Master Plan, bicycle/motorist safety, slope stabilization (funding
accomplished!), emergency preparedness, Firewise, stream cleanliness, septic tank education
and high speed internet.Your elected members of the ECCC are working hard every day to
make our community the best place to live in the state of Utah.Your input makes a difference,
so please keep us tuned in to your thoughts.
Warm wishes from the Caribbean!
Rick Raile, Chair
Emigration Canyon Community Council

If you would prefer to have the newsletter sent to you via email,
please send requests to Wayne Day at acades@qwestoffice.net

Emigration Canyon Community Council Newsletter Article
January 18, 2012
Emigration Creek is a major tributary of the Jordan River located in the northeastern part of Salt Lake County. The Creek borders
numerous residential properties and is designated for both recreational use and as a cold water fishery from Foothill Blvd to its tributary sources. In 2000, Emigration Creek was listed as an impaired water body for its recreational use by the State Division of Water
Quality (DWQ) based on data collected showing high bacterial levels. “Impaired waters” are those water bodies that currently fail to
meet water quality standards established by EPA and the State. Once a water body is listed as impaired, the State is required to develop a Total Maximum Daily Load(TMDL) water quality study to establish the maximum amount of a pollutant and the subsequent
reductions needed to achieve the water quality standard.
Since Emigration Creek was listed, there has been an extensive amount of additional data collected. In 2009 the “Emigration Creek
TMDL: Work Element 1—Evaluation of Existing Information” was completed. Coordinated monitoring efforts by DWQ, Salt Lake
County, Salt Lake Valley Health Department (SLVHD), Salt Lake City, University of Utah, Westminster College, and U.S. Geological
Survey (USGS)suggest potential origins of E. coli contamination in Emigration Creek include improper solid waste disposal, storm
water runoff, domestic animals including pets, seepage from old sewage holding vaults, and poorly sited or failing septic leach fields.
In 2011 the “Emigration Canyon TMDL Work Element II- Pollution Identification and Loading” was completed and submitted to
EPA. Additionally in 2011, a synoptic study was performed to provide a comprehensive snapshot of the bacterial levels in Emigration
Creek during the critical season of July, August and September. It is recommended the synoptic study be repeated in 2012 in addition
to the routine sampling.
To learn more about the Emigration Creek TMDL Water Quality Study, the Jordan River Watershed, and other water quality information, please visit:
http://www.watershed.slco.org
http://www.waterquality.utah.gov/

New Verizon wireless tower
A new cell tower is going up on Got Teeth Lane, formerly Buxton Lane, across the street from Sunnydale Lane
1. Verizon Wireless hopes to improve coverage in the Canyon with its new site.
2. Got Teeth Lane is still a private road leading to private property and people should not assume they can drive up there without 		
permission from the property owners.
3. Verizon has graciously provided space in their building for emergency service radio equipment including a ham radio repeater.
4. There should be reasonably good coverage throughout the Canyon and into parts of the Valley for ham radio communications. The
model will be confirmed through actual testing as weather permits.

The Firewise program
Congratulations to Kathy Christensen, who is our current Firewise chair, and Barbara Bentley, who is our former chair. The Firewise
program originally started in 2001, with only twelve groups, Emigration Canyon being one of the original 12. Today there are over 770
groups. Thanks to Barbara who spearheaded this effort, and to Kathy and her continued dedication to the program in keeping Emigration Canyon safe and up-to-date with the latest information available, Emigration Canyon is one of the nine original 12 left.

Visitors To Emigration Canyon

Where would you look for ruinous Gateway or the Water Fall?
Of all the splendid scenery and awful roads that have ever been since creation, I think this day’s journey has beaten them all.
We had encamped last night at the foot of a mountain which we had to ascend this morning. This was hard enough on our poor, wornout animals, but the road after was completely covered with stones, stumps of trees, with here and there mudholes in which our poor
oxen sank to the knees. Added to all this there was a Kenyon Creek, a stream of water running at the bottom of a deep ravine which
intersected our road in such a zigzag fashion that we had to ford it sixteen times, at a descent of fifteen to twenty feet and of course the
equal ascent, and that in some places nearly perpendicular. One of my own teams was forced down a decline with such rapidity that one
of the oxen fell into the stream and was drowned before it could be extricated. This makes six oxen I have lost on the journey.
The mountains on each side of us seem to be solid rock, but in the crevices of their sides trees are growing in abundance and
the tops covered with groves of splendid fir trees. In some places large pieces of rock have been detached, and have rolled down the
mountainside, many of them as large as a small house. In some instances these rocks lie directly across the road, which occasions much
difficulty in traveling. In one spot the rocks had the appearance of a ruinous gateway through which we had to pass. The opening was
very narrow; only one wagon could go along at a time, and that along the bed of Kenyon Creek, which seems to have forced its way
through the opening I have described. It then turns off to the side of the road, which is immediately under overhanging rocks for some
distance. The grandeur of the scenery, to my mind, takes away all fear, and while standing in admiration of the view, Milton’s expressions
in his Paradise Lost came forcibly to my recollections: “These are Thy glorious works, parent of good, in wisdom hast thou made them
all” and I seemed to forget all the hardships of our long journey!
Suddenly I heard the sound as of rushing water on my left hand, and looking in that direction, I observed that the mountain’s
stream buried itself among some bushes. It struck me at once that the sound I heard was from a waterfall, and going by the side of the
creek, I passed around the bushes and sure enough there was the prettiest waterfall I had seen yet. I cannot describe it as it deserves,
and alas, I am no artist or I would make a drawing of it; however, the cataract in itself was comprised of fifteen separate falls over as many
pieces of rock, the whole perpendicular height being about forty-five or fifty feet.
It struck me with both awe and delight and I felt as though I would like to have lingered a long time watching it. I dare say many
would laugh at me, and they are welcome if doing so affords them any pleasure; however, the shouting of the teamsters warned me to
keep moving if I did not wish to be left behind. On going about a quarter of a mile from this lovely spot, we came upon seven wagons all
in a row, every one of them with a broken wheel or axle; the sight made our company very careful for fear of being in the same trouble
here.
From the 1851 journal of Jean Rio Griffiths Baker
Published in Covered Wagon Women
Kenneth J. Holmes, ed. Vol 3
(Glendale CA: The Arthur H. Clark Co., 1984)

FEMA Grant Requirements and Opportunities (New Roofs)
By Kathy Christensen

I did not submit a FEMA grant in 2011 because I was given a requirement a few days before the grant was due for a map
of Emigration Canyon showing where previous FEMA work was done. This proved impossible in the time I was given so I
decided to wait until 2012 to submit a new grant. I hope this will allow people who want to be included in the grant a chance
to participate. There are opportunities for money to help not only with thinning of oak brush but also with home protection
using fire resistant construction techniques on new and existing homes. All of the following construction possibilities must
also include defensible space activities:
• Create perimeter around structures by minimizing the volume of vegetation around structures
• Replace flammable vegetation with less flammable species
• Clear all combustibles in the safety zone surrounding the structure.
You can get FEMA money which will pay three quarters of the cost for the following:
• Installation of roof coverings (replacing a flammable roof with a fire resistant roof), roof sheathing, roof flashing,
roof skylights, roof and attic vents, roof eaves and gutters that conform to any of the following ignition-resistant
construction standards:
1. construction materials are fire-resistant in accordance with nationally recognized testing standards
2. construction materials are non-combustible
3. construction materials constitute an assembly which has a minimum 1-hour-fire resistant rating
•
•
•

Installation of wall components such as the fascia, ceramic windows, window glazing, doors, window frames, and
insulation that conform to any of the above three ignition-resistant standards.
Protection of propane tanks or other external fuel sources.
Purchase and installation of external, structure-specific water hydration systems (sprinklers), dedicated power source
and dedicated cistern if no water source is available.

Note: If you have used FEMA money (i.e., hired the company Safespace) to remove trees and brush from your property or
used goats in the last six years, you are not eligible. This seems very unfair to me but it is FEMA’s money and it is their rule. I
think they are tightening requirements because their money is limited.
Timing: If you are interested I need from you the following:
1. A detailed estimate from a licensed construction company itemizing the work to be done showing the materials, their
cost and square footage.
2. A letter signed by you saying you will pay your one quarter of the costs, and that you will maintain the defensible
space created.
3. A current photograph(s) showing your home and the endangering oak brush or other trees in relation to your home.
4. An estimate from Safespace (call Mark, 801-694-7070) for the work to create the defensible space.
I must know whether you are interested before August 1st and have estimates and pictures by September 1st. The grant must
be submitted to the state by November 4th. The dates may change as FEMA information becomes available in June.
Kathy Christensen can be reached at kchriste@xmission.com or 801-581-0897.

residentiaL safety checkList
Tips To Improve Family and Property Survival During A Wildland Fire
Home Yes/No
1. Does your home have a metal, composition, or tile (or other non-combustible) roof with capped ends and
covered fascia?
2. Are the rain gutters and roof free of leaves, needles and branches?
3. Are all vent openings screened with 1/8 inch (or smaller) mesh metal screen?
4. Are approved spark arrestors on chimneys?
5. Does the house have non-combustible siding material?
6. Are the eaves “boxed in” and the decks enclosed?
7. Are the windows made of at least double-paned or tempered glass?
8. Are the decks, porches and other similar areas made of non-combustible material and free of easily
combustible material (e.g. plastic furniture)?
9. Is all firewood at least 30 feet from the house?
Defensible Space Yes/No
1. Is dead vegetation cleared to the recommended defensible space area?
(Consider adding distance due to slope of property.)
2. Is there separation between shrubs?
3. Are ladder fuels removed?
4. Is there a clean and green area extending at least 30 feet from the house?
5. Is there a non-combustible area within five feet of the house?
6. Is there separation between trees and crowns?
Emergency Access Yes/No
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Is the home address visible from the street?
Is the home address made of fire-resistant materials?
Are street signs present at every intersection leading to the house?
Are street signs made of fire-resistant materials?
Is flammable vegetation within 10 feet of the driveway cleared and are overhanging obstructions removed?
If a long driveway is present, does it have a suitable turnaround area?

Ready, Set, Go!
www.wildlandfireRSG.org

