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Letter From the Chair
As you are aware community council elections were held in November—We would like to
welcome
Icons Joan Gallegos and Pat Struhs as new members to our council.
We would like to thank Joe Smolka for his outstanding leadership and service. Joe served as
our chairman for the past five years. He has been instrumental in interfacing with Salt Lake
County government in bringing you information on HB40, attended monthly ACCT (Association of Community Councils Together) meetings. Joe worked with the county on our new
fire station, trails, water quality, garbage and sanitation issues—his community efforts are
too numerous to mention.
We would also like to thank Howard Ingle for his dedicated service on the trails and mass
transit committee and Lynne Gutke who has diligently served as our council secretary.
The highlight of the month was the opening of our new canyon fire station. The station adds
a new level of safety to our canyon for fire protection and paramedic services. Please read the
article regarding lowering your home insurance rates due to the proximity of the station to
your home. Have your insurace agent contact Deborah Cox at 743-7230 to verify the station
is operational.
Many thanks to Kathy Christensen for her tireless efforts in making Emigration Canyon
a FireWise community and for her work in organizing the FireWise activities at the Open
house.
Looking forward to the new year, we will continue as a council to work closely with Salt Lake
County government and ACCT. We will continue to update you on HB40, sanitation issues,
The Water Quality Stewardship Plan, FireWise, emergency preparedness, and other issues
that affect our quality of life in the Canyon.
We have a great group of people on the council and invite you to attend our monthly ECC
meetings. They will be held the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. in the community room of the fire station.
Best Regards,
Jessica Hook
ECCC Chair

Emergency Preparedness
Fires. Floods. Blizzards. Earthquakes. All potential disasters for Emigration Canyon Residents.
All are potentially deadly, but preparation for the worst increases our safety for our families and
friends. On the final page of this quarter’s newsletter is a natural disaster preparation form. This
form will help our community assess the tools and skills available in a emergency situation. Please
fill out one form for your family. Hand the form to a Community Council Member or mail it to the
ECCC mailbox: PO
BOX 58548 SLC, UT 84158.

FireWise: New Fire Station Opens in Emigration Canyon
Thank you to everyone who came in spite of a snow storm
to the Open House and Fireday at the Emigration Canyon’s
beautiful new fire station on Saturday, December 13th. There
were three speakers at the ceremony: deputy mayor Karen
Suzuki-Okabe, Fire Chief Don Berry, and Kathy Christensen,
the Firewise Chairman from the Community Council. Jessica
Hook, the newly elected chairwoman of the Community Council, had the honor of cutting the ribbon. Don Berry mentioned
that the Fire Authority was so pleased with the design of the
Emigration Canyon fire station that they were going to use the
design for several other stations.

further notice.
There are three shifts at the station A, B, and C each of which
are manned by three EMP/fire fighters. They rotate 48 hours
on and 96 hours off. If you were unable to attend the open
house, you may still be able to get a tour by ringing the front
door bell (during reasonable hours). Please introduce yourself to the men who will be serving us. You might want to
ask them to tour your home in the spring and see if they have
some suggestions about how you can make your home more
fire safe inside and out.
~Kathy Christensen

A lovely buffet luncheon was served in the bay area usually reserved for the fire engine which had been moved out into the
cold and snow. Firefighters provided a tour of the building.
Many canyon members got to slide down the fire pole which
was a popular activity. Lots of lucky people won “Emigration
Canyon Firewise Kid” or “Firewise Communities” t-shirts, fire
hats, badges, pencils, pens, erasers etc. when they answered a
question after viewing a DVD about preparing a home for an
approaching wild fire. Attendance was estimated at between
500 to 600 people.
One of the wonderful features of the fire station is the community room just to the left of the foyer as you walk in the
station. This room will be used by the Emigration Canyon
Community Council, Emigration Improvement District, and
Emigration Oaks Homeowners Board for meetings which is
greatly appreciated. This will help a community member find
the meeting place more easily especially in the summer time.
Meeting dates and times will continue to be the same until

Salt Lake County Recycling Information
Canyon climates create a unique challenge for garbage/ recyclables collection. Canyon winds often blow refuse and recyclables out of the
sanitation trucks (recyclables are particularly vulnerable because recyclables generally weigh much less than non-recyclables)
The County is taking steps to address this problem:
All Recycle Collection trucks in the Canyons are lined with a rubber seal to help eliminate fly-away debris (County Sanitation is working
towards lining all trucks, both garbage and recycling, with these seals, but it is a costly project that will gradually be completed as funds
become available)
Residents can greatly improve this problem by taking the following steps
ALWAYS bag and tie all non-recyclable trash
Residents should also bag recyclable material in a regular trash bag but DO NOT TIE (Recycling Collection Trucks use a state-of-the-art
compactor that is able to separate recyclables from bags when they are not sealed. If the resident seals the bag, the compactor will not be
able to sort the material and the bag will most likely be transferred to a non-recyclable trash pile because sanitation workers do not have the
time to sort individual bags)
Create “Bag Balls” – the only time residents SHOULD tie a bag of recyclables is when a resident creates a Bag Ball. A Bag Ball is a bag ONLY
filled with other bags. The compactor inside the recycling truck is able to identify and sort “Bag Balls” appropriately.
•As of December 3rd, 2008 County Sanitation collected 283,580 pounds of recyclables during 2008 in Emigration Canyon.
•Don’t forget: all County residents can receive an extra Blue Recycle Bin at no charge by calling County Sanitation
•For any Sanitation questions call: 562-6435

Canyon Drifting
By Deputy Rick Ashby, Salt Lake County Sheriff’s Office
December 16, 2008
Over the past several years street racing has become an increasing problem in Utah. The growing popularity of street racing in
the Salt Lake Valley has resulted in a rise in citations issued for
reckless driving and an increase in the frequency and severity of
traffic crashes.

passing through or by the police. A prime location for drifting
has been discovered in Emigration Township at the intersection
of Emigration Canyon Rd and State Road 65. Due to the low
traffic volume, particularly Southbound from Morgan County,
this location has become a desirable spot for drifters.

Recently, a faction of street racers known as “Drifters” has appeared on Utah’s roadways. Drifters have a highly aggressive
driving style which involves purposely skidding their rear tires
through turns. The result is an intentional spin, which the driver
attempts to control, counter, reverse and repeat.

Sheriff’s deputies have, on several occasions, been able to break
up drifting rallies involving four to five vehicles on SR 65. In
some instances, we have observed the drifters enter and exit
this area through Emigration Canyon. We are committed to
stopping drifters from using the canyon roads as a race track
for their dangerous sport and would appreciate the help of the
Emigration Canyon residence in this effort.

Drifting, as a driving technique, has been around since the
1970’s when drivers in Japanese motor sports began using it as
a speedier way to make turns during races. The spectacle of
drifting made it so popular in Japan that “Drifting Clubs” began
to organize and over time it became its own sport.
In 1996, drifting was brought to the US when a Japanese drifting
magazine organized an exhibition in California. Since that time
it has exploded in popularity among American teenagers and
young adults. Its popularity can also be attributed, in part, to
the 2006 Hollywood film, “Fast and the Furious: Tokyo Drift,”
which glamorized drifting on public streets.
Drifters pick locations that are remote and difficult to access
(usually no more than a couple ways in or out). Under these conditions the drivers are less likely to be discovered by citizens

Your assistance can come through observation and notification.
If you see groups (3 or more) of drifters headed up the canyon
please call the Salt Lake County Sheriff’s Office dispatch at 7437000, as soon as possible. Drifting vehicles are usually Japanese
import sports cars. They often have elaborate paint jobs and/or
large decals. They also tend to be equipped with after market
accessories such as large spoilers and glass pack mufflers (these
mufflers make a high pitched buzz different from factory mufflers). If you have any questions about Drifting and what to look
for please contact Deputy Rick Ashby at 743-8756. Thank you
for your help. The Sheriff’s Office will update you with success
stories concerning this issue.

Sanitation Reminder
Residents of Emigration Canyon and the Emigration Canyon Community Council have expressed a number of concerns to the Salt Lake Valley Health Department regarding the number and location of trash receptacles along the
road in the canyon. The complaints involve trash receptacles blocking lanes of traffic, bike lanes, spillage from the
trash receptacles onto the road, and trash receptacles being permanently left on the side of the road.
If trash receptacle cannot be removed from the side of the road, the following conditions must be met:
1. The trash receptacle may not be left on any paved portion of the road or bikeway.
2. The trash receptacle storage area must be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition.
4.3.2 Placement of Solid Waste Containers for Collection. Solid waste containers shall not be set out on the street
prior to the evening of the day before the scheduled collection. All containers shall be removed from the street the
same day they are emptied.
This is a warning that if the trash receptacles are left on the side of the road in violation of the above regulations or
exceptions, further action may be taken as the law allows.
Should you have any further questions, please contact the Salt Lake Valley Health Department, Bureau of Sanitation
and Safety at 468-2750 .

If you would like to receive the ECCC Newsletter via email, contact Mae Taylor-Ohlin at: maetohlin@msn.com

