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EMIGRATION CANYON NEWSLETTER
UPCOMING EVENTS
May 2, 2015
Cyclist Community Canyon
Cleanup
May 16, 2015
FIREWISE at the
Emigration Canyon Fire
Station
9:00 am - 12 pm
May 30, 2015
Camp K Family Fun Day
and Concert in the Canyon
12 -5 pm
May 31, 2015
Comments due for the
Emigration Canyon Study
June 1, 2015
EID Election
Candidacy Due

Dear Canyon Residents,

Letter from the Chair

We have settled into our new council now and have a great deal to share with
you. The most immediate issue is our annual Firewise event at the Emigration
Canyon Fire Station, Saturday, May 16 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. With drought
conditions this year, you really want to come to Firewise this year and learn about
Ready, Set, Go!, 72 hour kits and evacuation planning for the canyon in the event
of a fire or other emergency. We have something for all ages, including a great
pancake breakfast, so please bring the family.
A cycling club sponsored canyon cleanup was held on Saturday, May 2, 2015. The
focus was to remove trash and other fire fuels from the canyon for beauty and to
help prevent fires in the canyon. A big “Thanks” to all who volunteered.
Community Preservation SB-199 has passed the state
legislature and was signed into law by Governor
Community Preservation
Herbert. I was fortunate to be Chair of CPC
SB-199 has passed the
throughout the process and am happy to report, we
state legislature and was
got what we asked for from the SLCo and the state.
signed into law by
ECCC member Gary Bowen was on the Canyon
Governor Herbert.
Subcommittee watching canyon issues. We will be
voting this election cycle on how we would like to
govern ourselves in Emigration Canyon. The choices
will be Metro Township or City. You will be receiving information in the mail,
online http://slco.org/mayor/community-preservation/ and through town hall
meetings to bring you up to speed so you can make an informed choice.
Community Preservation brings us:
‣
‣
‣
‣
‣
‣

Self governance, self determination and representation
Secure’s our borders from unwanted annexation
Maintains our community history and character
Creates a plan that accommodates everyone’s needs
Maintains a high level of municipal services with SLCo
Most importantly, it’s a permanent solution
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Letter from the Chair continued

Thank you for your participation at the recent Emigration Canyon Transportation Study open house. Lochner Engineering
and ECRIC committee harvested some very useful inputs from the participants. ECCC members Joe Smolka and Jen Hawkes
are on the committee that is working with Lochner, the company hired by SLCo to research safety problems on our
roadway and to come up with solutions based on those findings. You will see the results of this work in the form of
improved lines of sight and slope stabilization projects as the “low hanging fruit” that will be acted on immediately.
For your FREE refuse container and green waste containers, please go online to http://wasatchfrontwaste.org/index.php/
trailer-rental , fill out the form and Wasatch Waste and Recycling will schedule a dumpster for you. The ECCC has adopted
this new method of helping you get rid of your refuse and green waste at your convenience.
Other Issues your ECCC is currently working on include better cell service, enhanced internet, dealing with dog walkers off
leash violations, improving the quality of our roadways, safety on many levels and looking at having a concert in the
canyon. Your questions, concerns and suggestions for improving our standard of living in the Canyon are always welcome!
Cheers, Rick Raile, Chair

EMIGRATION CANYON STUDY
OPEN HOUSE SUMMARY
Submitted by Lochner Engineering

Salt Lake County Office of Township Services is
conducting an engineering study that will identify and
recommend transportation solutions for safety issues
within Emigration Canyon. This study builds upon work
that was completed by the Emigration Canyon Roadway
Improvement Committee (ECRIC) in 2014.
The study team held an open house at the Emigration
Canyon Fire Station on March 25 to collect public input
on safety issues and concerns within the canyon. Over 90
people attended the event and the team has received
over 250 comments to date. Comments are still being
accepted on the study website (see below) through May
31, 2015.
Public input received will assist the study team in
identifying where safety improvements are needed. Over
the next few months, the team will identify the potential
improvements, evaluate those based on need and
constructability and produce a list of improvements that
will be presented to the public at a second open house in
August. Input received at the second open house will
assist the team in finalizing the list. From that point, a
portion of the improvements will move forward into
preliminary engineering in fall of this year.

To stay up-to-date on the study, visit the Township
Services website at https://www.slco.org/townships
and scroll down to the Emigration Canyon
Transportation Study link. On the study website you’ll
find an interactive comment map, materials from the
first open house and information on how to stay
involved.
If you have any questions, please contact:
The study team at: 801-859-3770
email | emigrationCanyon@hwlochner.com
Salt Lake County Office of Township Services
Stacee Adams | 385-468-7130
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REGISTER YOUR CELL
PHONE FOR REVERSE 911
Submitted by Michael Conn
Firefighter Specialist - Station 119

We all know to call 911 in the
event of a fire or life-threatening
emergency. But have you ever
received a call from 911?
Commonly known as “Reverse
911,” this emergency notification
system is a way to contact
citizens in the event of a largescale emergency
Salt Lake Valley Emergency
Communications Center (VECC),
which provides service to
Emigration Canyon, has
instituted a regional notification
system that is able to send
telephone notifications to
residents and businesses within
VECC's area impacted by, or in
danger of being impacted by, an
emergency or disaster.
If you have a phone other than a
landline such as a cable network,
VoIP or a cellular phone and
would like to be notified over
that device, you must register
those your numbers.
VECC encourages citizens to go to
http://vecc9-1-1.com/ and
register cell ,VOIP, and emails so
you can be notified in cause of
an emergency.
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FIREWISE 2015 - MAY 16th, 9 am - 12 pm
EMIGRATION CANYON FIRE STATION
Submitted by Kathy Christensen, ECCC

Plan to attend FIREWISE, May 16th, from 9 a.m. to noon at the Emigration Canyon
Fire Station. Because of the dry, warm winter and the potential for an extreme fire
season Station 119 would like to review the Ready, Set, Go! program in case of an
emergency evacuation. Come meet those in your Community and get information
regarding emergency preparedness. A free pancake breakfast and fun for the
whole family.
Now is the time to look around your home and
evaluate what you can do in the next few weeks
to lessen the chance of a fire reaching your
home. I am going to inspect the 30 feet closest
to my home. I’m going to look at each tree,
bush and perennial and evaluate it. I am going
to trim out dead or crossing branches and
shape bushes and limb up the trees if they need
it but try to keep the pruning to no more than
1/3 of the tree or bush. I also trim out root
suckers every year. It is easier for a limbed up
tree to survive a fire than a clump of bushes
because a fire can move along the ground in the
grass and weeds without burning the tree if the
lower branches are trimmed off.

You can sign up for wood
chipping at FIREWISE, it is a
free service. Residences that
sign up will be given priority.
SLCo has a budget for the
Canyon, it is a first come first
serve basis, so sign up. There
are dumpsters available from
Wasatch Front if you cannot
meet the deadline or you have
wood trimmings later in the
summer.

I plan to replace the wood boards on my fence
that are next to my home with metal. Last summer I replaced wood trellises with
metal ones because they attach to the wood frame of our deck. If you have a wood
sidewalk that attaches to your home, you might want to consider having a
noncombustible interface so that the wood sidewalk does not lead a fire to your
home. There are also paint on treatments for wood surfaces that help make it fire
resistant but they usually need to be applied every year. You need to do some
research to see how effective these treatments are.
Come meet with the Firefighter Specialists and Officers find out what you can do to
protect your family and your home during the fire season. For more information
regarding FIREWISE concepts, see Additional References on the next page.

EMAIL LIST - Be one of the first residents to get your newsletter, important
updates, alerts, and reminders. If you would like to be included in electronic updates,
please provide us with your e-mail address. All addresses will be confidential, your
e-mail address will not show up in e-mails that are sent out.
This is a great way to stay informed. To sign up for updates, please send an e-mail to:
emigrationcanyon@outlook.com put “add me to list” in the subject line. In the body
of the e-mail, please state your name(s) and provide your address and phone number.
This will aid us in being able to reach you during an emergency.
!3

emigrationcanyon.org

READY, SET, GO!
Submitted by Michael Conn - Firefighter Specialist
Unified Fire Authority - Station 119

The Unified Fire Authority subscribes to the Ready Set Go
program as a means to have residents prepare for and
respond to a wildland urban interface (WUI) fire. Following
the recommendations established in the Ready, Set, Go!
program along with the principles of the Firewise program
residents can effectively reduce damage and loss due to
fire and increase resident safety.
The philosophy of the Ready Set Go program is broken
down into three basic parts.
The first part is to be “READY” This includes “hardening
your home” which includes using non-combustible or fire
resistant building materials. It also includes creating a 30
foot “defensible space” around your home. Consider the
Firewise recommendations when clearing out vegetation
and trees that are up against your house and also not
storing wood or other combustibles against your home.
Good yard maintenance and housekeeping can also help
prevent your house from catching fire due to the fire
brands that will be blowing all around your home and can
cause your home to burn down hours after the fire has
passed. Plan to and be ready to evacuate your home.
Know primary and secondary evacuation routes
depending on where the hazard is and its predicted path.
It is also important to have a communication plan
established so your family members can stay in contact in
case you are separated during an event.
“SET” includes preparing to leave. Your house should be
closed up tight. Your car should be facing out of the
driveway and you should have your “go bag” (clothes and
other items to last you 72 hours) and other important
items packed in the car ready to evacuate. Remember to
make allowances for your pets. Listen to local media and
respond to the emergency notification system.
The last portion is “GO.” It is critically important that
residents understand you need to have good situational
awareness and leave when you feel it is necessary. Do not
wait to be told to leave. The wildland fire environment is
always unpredictable and conditions can change for the
worse very quickly. Most WUI fatalities are attributed to
residents who waited too long to evacuate or attempted
to stay and protect their own home. Evacuation notices
may come as “voluntary” or “mandatory. They

spring 2015

Ready, Set, Go! continued

The notices may also be in the form of a police officer
knocking on your door or an automated service that
contacts you by phone or text messaging. This service
only contacts landlines unless you have your VoIP or
cell phone registered with the local 911 provider.
If evacuated, drive carefully and deliberately with your
headlights on for additional safety. Smoke may be
impairing your vision and emergency vehicles may be
coming in your direction or working in the area.
Notifications will be made as to where shelters are
being set up if needed. The authorities will allow
residents to return to your homes as soon as it is safe
to do so. This could be hours or days later, so again, it
is important to anticipate being gone for three days
and prepare accordingly.
Evacuations can be dangerous, so ideally, we want to
leave a hazard area well before an advancing fire.
Once crews are committed to an area to fight fire
traffic congestion can impede evacuation. It is
imperative that residents “ in known hazard areas” be
diligent and self reliant. So please, be “ready,” and
leave early and be safe.
More information is available at the fire station,
please stop by with any questions. Remember to
attend our upcoming FIREWISE 2015, this is a great
opportunity to learn how to prepare and live safely in
our community.

ADDITIONAL REFERENCES
Ready Set Program - http://wildlandfirersg.org
Firewise - http://firewise.org
VECC - http://vecc9-1-1.com/voip-registration
Non-emergency - http://911.utah.gov/zip.php?
street=5025+Emigration+Canyon
+Rd&code=84108
Emigration Township - http://
www.emigrationcanyon.org/welcome.asp?
org=ecc
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COYOTES
Submitted by Alison Jones
Wild Utah Project

One of the main conflicts residents of Emigration Canyon can expect
regarding coyotes is conflicts with our pets. Smaller pets may be perceived as
food for coyotes and large dogs may be seen as a threat or competition.
Coyotes have been known to take pets in backyards, open areas and in some
cases even right off a leash. Here are some tips to help reduce the risks to
your pets:

WHAT DO I DO?
Coyotes are not usually dangerous to
people. A potential exception is if they
become habituated to people and lose
their natural fear. If you encounter a
coyote in your neighborhood or while
hiking around our trails in Emigration
Canyon, here are some tips:
‣ Do not approach a coyote.
‣ Pick up small pets, make loud
noises, stomp your feet, or throw
rocks or sticks if necessary to
frighten the coyote away.
‣ Do not run or turn your back on a
coyote that has approached you.
Face the coyote, shout at it, be as
big and loud as possible, wave your
arms and back away slowly.
‣ In general, make noise while hiking
to alert all wildlife in the area of
your presence.
‣ If you hear that someone in your
neighborhood has recently
experienced an encounter with an
aggressive coyote, do not leave
small children outside unattended
If you have an encounter with any type
of aggressive wildlife, please alert the
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources
(UDWR) office at 538-4700. If the
encounter or sighting occurs after hours
or on the weekend, please call your local
police department or County sheriff’s
office, who can contact a conservation
officer to handle the situation

‣ Supervise pets when they are
outside, especially at dawn and
dusk.
‣ Never leave pets, or any form of
pet food, outside after dark.
‣ Keep dogs leashed when they
are off your property if you can,
especially when on trails
and in open areas.
‣ Never let your dog chase or
“play” with coyotes.
‣ Cats should be kept indoors.
‣ Be sure to keep your pets
current on their vaccinations.
‣ If certain pets, or “hobby farm
pets” such as poultry, rabbits
and goats must be outside,
provide secure shelter such as a
kennel, barn or shed at night. If
that is impossible, a small, welllit pen close to a structure is the
next best option.

The coyote is a member of the dog family
(Canidae). They can be found throughout
the United States and are quite common
in Utah. Adult coyotes typically weigh
25-45 pounds. Coyotes are brownishgray or light gray to reddish in color with
a cream-colored belly. They have a long,
slender muzzle, bushy tail and triangular
ears. Their main vocalizations are loud
yipping or short bark howls. Adult coyote
tracks are typically 2 ½ – 3 inches long.
Note the claws present in the track (most
domestic dog tracks don’t show claw
marks). Coyotes are mainly active at
night, but will hunt during the day. They
become more active, vocal and territorial
during mating (Dec-Feb) and pup season
(Apr-Jul). Coyotes are opportunistic
predators, meaning that they will eat a
variety of things, including small
mammals, insects, reptiles, birds,
carrion, grasses and fruit. Near human
habitation, coyotes may seek trash and
pet chow as food.

‣ If your pet does experience an aggressive encounter with a coyote, you could
consider actively discouraging coyotes from your property. Options include
installing motion-sensor strobe lights and sirens to scare away coyotes. If
your property is very large and your have small farm animals, you could
consider a special guard dog. Or, fence your yard with a six-foot high fence,
and/or use electric fencing to help keep coyotes
Even if you don’t have any pets, there are all sorts of things you can still do as a
good neighbor in Emigration Canyon to deter coyotes, and other undesirable

wildlife (like skunks and raccoons) from your neighborhood in general, and
your adjacent neighbors who might have pets. Remove attractants from your
property, including water sources, bird feeders and fallen fruit. Always make
sure outdoor trash is secured in a locked receptacle. Better yet, keep it inside
and put it out only on the morning of pick up.
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NEWS FROM …
EID
The District has two offices up for
election this November. Anyone
interested in filing an official
declaration of candidacy must do
so by June 1, 2015.
For more information contact the
District Manager:
Eric Hawkes | 801-243-5741
erichawkes@comcast.net

SLCo
The Office of Township services
has a weekly newsletter. Sign up
to receive news and
announcements about what's
happening in your community
and around the Township Office.
http://slco.org/townships/

COMMUNITY COUNCIL
A BIG welcome to Rusty Wright
our new police officer in the
Canyon. Come introduce yourself
to him during FIREWISE. Watch
your speed or might be meeting
him sooner than you would like.
Emigrationcanyon.org is getting a
make-over, check back
periodically to see updates.
Camp K Family Fun Day and
Concert in the Canyon Saturday,
May 30th, 2015 Noon-5pm. Visit
their website www.campk.org for
more information.
Check our our Canyon facebook
page https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Emigration-CanyonCommunity-Council/
124240924311896

Coyotes continued

You could also consider trimming vegetation around your yard to reduce
hiding places. As a deterrent, install outdoor and motion-sensitive lighting
around your property, as these lights will make approaching coyotes visible,
and so perhaps they will be shy to come all the way onto your property. If a
coyote is on your property make it feel unwelcome: yell, throw rocks, bang
pots and pans, spray it with a hose or turn on sprinklers.
It is important that we all follow these simple recommendations, so coyotes
do not feel welcome in our immediate neighborhoods. This way we reduce
the risk of inviting habituated coyotes to develop bad habits within our
neighborhoods. Importantly, this will encourage them stay in the more wild
areas outside our neighborhoods where they are at home and free to do the
amazing and natural things that make them a very valuable part of the wild
foothills and canyons of this part of the Wasatch (including keeping rodents
and over-abundant deer in check). Indeed, they are an intrinsic part of the
wild nature here, which attracted all of us to Emigration Canyon in the first
place. Let’s do our part to help keep this natural balance.
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