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EMIGRATION CANYON NEWSLETTER
UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, May 4, 2019
FIREWISE at the Fire Station
5025 Emigration Canyon Rd
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Read more on p. 3
Saturday, May 11, 2019
Emigration Canyon History Walk
Read more on p. 5
Monday, May 20, 2019
Chipper Week in Emigration
Canyon. Read more on p. 5
June 13, Sept 12, & Dec 12
Pet Licensing Clinics with Salt
Lake County Animal Services
Noon - 2:00 PM at the Fire
Station
Read more on back cover

PUBLIC MEETINGS
Metro Township Council
4th Thursday of each month
7:00 PM at the Fire Station
Next Meetings: April 25, May 23,
June 27
Community Council
2nd Tuesday of each month
7:00 PM at the Fire Station
Next Meetings: May 14, June 11
Municipal Services District
2nd Wednesday of each month
6:00 PM, 2nd floor N County
Building (2001 S State St)
Next meetings: May 8, June 12

Dear Emigration Canyon Residents,
We hope this finds you well as winter melts away. With spring
approaching, this newsletter is packed with useful information about
upcoming events, canyon news, and opportunities for you to impact
your life in the canyon. We also introduce a column where you can
contribute to celebrate milestones, accomplishments, and people that
contribute to our wonderful and unique canyon. We look back at the
life of Fred Smolka who, along with his family, made innumerable
contributions to the quality of life we enjoy today.
“Firewise Day,” or Wildfire Community Preparedness Day, has become a
spring tradition with a free pancake breakfast and resources to help
you protect your home and property. We hope to see you on May 4th
at the fire station and that you will participate in Chipper Week (to
chip brush that you clear from your property) beginning on May 20th.
Finally, please know your participation in canyon organizations is both
needed and valued. If you’re interested in contributing in the areas of
policy and governance, consider declaring your candidacy for a seat
on the Emigration Canyon Metro Township Council. Candidates must
file during the week of June 3rd at the County Clerks office. Should
planning and development activity appeal to you, there are current
openings on the Township Planning Commission. Robert Pinon
(robertopinon@gmail.com) is happy to tell you more about the
Commission and its activities. Those interested in developing
educational resources for canyon residents and recommendations to
both the Township council and planning commissions should consider
applying to fill an opening on the EC Community Council. Contact Lisa
Schneider, flowerpixel@hotmail.com, for additional information about
the process. If you’re on the fence or want to know more, please attend
any of the upcoming meetings.
We hope that you will consider contributing your talents and energy to
continuing to improve our canyon.
Best wishes for a great spring!

Steve Borst
Chair, Emigration Canyon Community Council
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Community Council Seeks Your Input on Canyon
Improvement Projects
The Emigration Canyon Community Council (ECCC), in
partnership with the Emigration Canyon Metro
Township Council, is seeking community input
between now and May 10th on public
improvement projects, particularly that
would impact safety. Examples might be:
clearing brush to reduce wildfire risk,
adding a barrier to the edge of an
exposed roadway, signage to improve an
unsafe roadway or parking situation, road
striping, and other hazards.
If you've been concerned by something that seems
like a public safety hazard or other municipal need in
your neighborhood, please send a detailed description
to EmigrationCanyonUT@gmail.com before May 10th.
Include your name and phone number, the exact location, and
pictures if possible. The Community Council will compile
improvement requests and deliver them to the EC Metro Township
Council. Projects will be considered in the context of the severity of
their concern as well as current and future available funding.

ECCC Members
Steve Borst, Chair
Lisa Schneider, Co-Chair
Paul Brown, Treasurer
Kate Miyagi, Secretary
Dan Anderson
Gary Bowen
Claire Clark
Stephanie Harpst
Rin Harris
Michael Jimenez
Bill Tobey

EC Metro Township Council Corner
The Emigration Canyon Metro Township Council is a five-member
board that oversees local ordinances and municipal services. Here’s
what’s happening at the Emigration Canyon Metro Township:
‣ Paving - Main road from Donner monument to the stop sign by the
reservoir, anticipate starting late summer.
‣ Re-striping - Incorporating new striping plan from Lochner
Engineering.
‣ Construction - Repairing culvert on Emigration Canyon Road near
Pioneer Ridge Road.
‣ Engineering - Design for road stabilization on Margarethe Lane.
‣ Ongoing - Updating adopted ordinances so they apply to
Emigration Canyon.

EC Metro Township Council Members
Joe Smolka, Mayor
Gary Bowen
David Brems
Jennifer Hawkes
Robert Paine

‣ Ongoing - Restroom restoration at the Pinecrest Junction.
‣ Ongoing - Addressing frequent power outages in the upper canyon.
We have met with Rocky Mountain power and they have provided a
plan to repair and maintain the existing system.
‣ Ongoing - Generating a list of future projects.
‣ Community notifications including emergencies, evacuations,
construction, events and races will go out through CodeRED. Sign
up at: https://public.coderedweb.com/CNE/en-US/BF622E7C93F2

EC Planning Commission
Robert Pinon
Dale Berreth
Jim Karkut
Andrew Wallace
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Saturday, May 4th is Fire Day
When: Saturday, May 4th, 2019, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Where: Fire Station 119, 5025 Emigration Canyon Rd
Meet your friends and neighbors at the canyon fire station, from 9:00
AM to noon, for an illuminating morning of pancakes, education, and
wildfire preparation.
The 17th annual Canyon Fire Day will light up the morning of May 4 with
an incendiary combination of family-sized pancakes (crafted by
Township Mayor and renowned griddle master Joe Smolka), crackling
conversation, kid-friendly activities, and brilliant tips on Firewise living
from a hotshot crew of wildfire professionals.
There are good reasons for optimism about the coming fire season. Our
winter storms have been generous and snowpacks around the state are
generally well above average for this time of year. Water supplies are
being replenished and we can expect a luxuriant bloom of spring
grasses and wildflowers. Inevitably, though, these will dry in the
summer sun, creating fresh tinder for any errant spark.
Before the red flag weather arrives, firefighters and emergency
managers around the West are raking the ashes of last year's
catastrophes to learn how fire behavior is changing in the wildlandurban interface. Fire is a natural part of this environment, but it is
spreading faster, destroying more property, and taking more lives as
the climate changes. The town of Paradise, California had planned and
prepared, but the Camp Creek fire incinerated every assumption and
expectation.

What to do at Firewise Day?
‣ Learn how to harden your home with firesafe landscaping and fuel reduction
‣ Schedule an on-site risk assessment with
a UFA firefighter
‣ Plan a fast, safe, well-organized family
fire evacuation
‣ Find an emergency response training
class and join a Community Emergency
Response Team (C.E.R.T.)
‣ Learn about and join in community
wildfire planning activities

Fire Day is an annual opportunity for every canyon household to
reassess its own wildfire preparedness. Are our homes fire-hardened
and protected by defensible perimeters? Have we subscribed to the
community's emergency communication service? Have we made and practiced an evacuation plan? At Fire Day
we'll have the chance to learn from local authorities, including members of Unified Fire Authority, the Utah
Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands, and the U.S Forest Service. It's fun, it's informative, and it's a great
way to help make Emigration Canyon safer for all this fire season.
Essential Reading: How the Camp Fire became California's Deadliest Wildfire
To better appreciate the importance of preparation, planning and situational awareness during wildfire season,
read this Los Angeles Times analysis on how and why the Camp Fire spread so quickly and killed so many.
Driven by strong winds and fed by tinder-dry conditions, the fire raced five miles from the point of ignition to
the first homes in just over one hour. Between sunrise and sunset the fire front traveled 19 miles, consuming
entire neighborhoods before the residents could flee. Read the story at:
www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-camp-fire-tictoc-20181118-story.html

Additional Resources
The Firewise Program - http://firewise.org
Defensible Space - http://firewise.org/wildfire-preparedness/be-firewise/home-and-landscape/defensible-space.aspx
Ready, Set, Go! Program - http://wildlandfirersg.org/Resident
Firewise Landscaping for Utah: http://extension.usu.edu/files/publications/publication/FirewiseLandscaping2012.pdf
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Mudslide in Pinecrest
There was a mudslide in Pinecrest Canyon on April 7th. The runoff from the slide has muddied the creek all the
way down the canyon, as you may have noticed. One home is threatened as we go to press. There may be more
developments before this newsletter arrives in your mailbox. We have had a wet spring so far with rapid snow
melt. There is potential for more landslides, so we wanted to bring your attention to a few safety precautions:
1. Active landslides can be very unstable. Even if it looks safe, the material can suddenly begin to move quickly.
Stay uphill from the potential path of any debris flow.
2. Nearby residents reported hearing trees snapping and crashing sounds as the slide began to move. If you
hear such sounds, please move to safety. If you see a landslide in progress, call 911.
3. Residents of Pinecrest noticed that the spring runoff, which is normally clear, turned muddy a short time
before the slide moved. The Utah Geological Survey says this is a common early warning sign of a landslide.
If you notice this happening in your neighborhood, please call Public Works 24/7 hotline at (385) 468-6101.
4. In the coming weeks, flooding will be a major concern in the canyon. Anyone can pick up 25 free sandbags
from Salt Lake County Public Works Operations Division, 604 W 6960 S in Midvale. For info, call (385) 468-6101
or go to https://slco.org/flood-control/flood-preparedness-manual/
5. Put your 72 hour kit together now so that you can be ready to evacuate if needed (see insert). Sign up for
Code Red so that you can be notified of evacuations, road closures, etc: https://public.coderedweb.com/CNE/
en-US/BF622E7C93F2
6. More information about landslides is available here https://www.ready.gov/landslides-debris-flow and at
https://geology.utah.gov/hazards/landslides-rockfalls/

Feeling called to serve in your community? Here’s how!
1. If you want to contribute to revising ordinances, overseeing municipal services, interfacing with other
agencies in Salt Lake County, and other local canyon governance, sign up to run for Emigration Canyon
Metro Township Council in November’s general election. Any voter registered in the canyon can run. You
must file your candidacy in person at the Salt Lake County Clerk's office at 2001 South State St, room S1-200,
between June 3 - 7, and pay a filing fee of $50. https://slco.org/clerk/elections/candidate-information/
2. There are current openings on the Emigration Canyon Metro Township Planning Commission. The Planning
Commission reviews and makes recommendations on the general plan, FCOZ, planning, building and
permitting that requires additional public hearings, and conditional uses. Planning Commissioners are
appointed by the EC Metro Township Council. Contact Robert Pinon (robertopinon@gmail.com) for more
info.
3. If you have interest in serving your community in the areas of safety, development, or communications,
then consider applying to fill an opening on Emigration Canyon Community Council, a nonprofit, volunteer
organization. Please contact Lisa Schneider (flowerpixel@hotmail.com) for additional information.
If you want to get involved but aren’t sure where to start, come to any of these organizations’ regular meetings
to learn more (see p. 1 for meeting schedules).
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Canyon History Field Trip on May 11th; Talks, Stories & Lore
The description of Emigration Canyon in Salt Lake County’s General Plan lists history as a unique community
attribute. There are historic places throughout our canyon, with intriguing stories and community lore that go
along with unique historic landmarks. The Emigration Canyon Community Council (ECCC) is delighted to be
able to play a role in celebrating our canyon’s distinctive character, by coordinating occasional events to
entertain, inform, enlighten, and bring residents together around our shared canyon experience.
Last autumn, one of the authors of The History of Emigration Canyon, Jeff Carlstrom, led a wonderful canyon
history field trip. Jeff delighted participants with stories and lore he has collected in many years studying
Emigration Canyon history. We received many requests for more, so we are delighted to bring you more
history walks this year! The first history walk will take place on Saturday, May 11th (time and location to be
determined). All are welcome to attend; please sign up by emailing EmigrationCanyonUT@gmail.com to make
sure we can contact you with the time & location. We hope to plan at least one more history walk later this
summer or fall; for info, check your email and our Facebook page, www.facebook.com/EmigrationCanyonCC/.
Our canyon history buffs would also be delighted to share more stories and lore with you in ‘fireside chats’ in
your neighborhood. If you would be interested in hosting a fireside chat at your home for your neighbors,
please send a note to EmigrationCanyonUT@gmail.com and include your name, contact information, and
possible dates. We welcome your suggestions on history topics. Please let us know what you’re most curious
about and we’ll aim to program your topics into walks, talks, story-telling & sharing of canyon lore!

Spring Chipper Week Starts May 20th
We won't wait long to put our Fire Day planning and inspiration to work. Starting on Monday May 20th,
chipper crews from United Fire Authority will move through the canyon converting roadside brush piles into
wood chips for garden and landscape mulch. Any material up to 12 inches in diameter that we clear from our
properties and pile at the roadside edge will be chipped and left on site.
If you want to participate (and we hope you will):
‣

Have your brush piled by the roadside (main road or any secondary canyon road) by the morning of May
20th. We won't be able to service driveways, and will make only one pass through the canyon. Material
brought the roadside after crews pass with not be chipped.

‣

Stack your brush in a single direction so the pile is easy to unload.

‣

Be careful to not obstruct road shoulders or bike lanes.

‣

To be sure we don't miss your home, please email your street address to firewise84108@gmail.com.

Check your email and the community council website www.emigrationcanyon.org for updates and additional
information on this program.
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Spring Enchantment
By Georgia Baddley, Pinecrest resident
In the light of the moon on a warm spring eve
a spell of enchantment upon me did weave
drawn by the fragrance of flowers like heaven
I lingered too long In Persephone’s Garden
with blossoms shimmering in moon glow
yellow bells and blue bells above and below
sleepy glacier lilies nodding their heads
spring beauties in their warm beds

Canyon Celebrations
What do you celebrate about life in Emigration
Canyon? Do you have a poem, story, photo, recent life
celebration or accomplishment to share: wedding, new
baby, significant anniversary or birthday? Maybe your
neighbor is turning 100 this year - perhaps you're
celebrating your 50th wedding anniversary. Has your
student accomplished something extraordinary? Your
Community Council would like to help you and our
community recognize celebrations. Please email
emigrationcanyonUT@gmail.com to submit for the next
newsletter.

in moonlight all was so surreal
entranced I ambled down the trail
thus to the Heartleaf Arnica Bower
stepping closer to see in that dark hour
I thought I heard a lively ridotto
at the entrance to that fey grotto
a bear hailed me; “what took you so long?”
let’s party she called and hit the gong
they came out of their nooks to greet me
the arnica, waterleaf, spring parsley
twirled and waved their green umbrels
the owls, jays, and chickadees trilled
and the squirrel orchestra beat out a tune
while I danced with a stylish raccoon
“Order, what’s the use?” said a moose
the whole grotto was wild and loose
we danced and we danced the time away
such was the night of that spring day
at dawn I awoke rubbing a bump on my head
sitting by a boulder in the heartleaf arnica bed.

Snow Sculptures
Snow sculptures started appearing at Little Mountain
Summit in late February. First there were 2 big cats. As
the snow melted and new storm cycles came through,
new wild creatures began to appear: a moose, coyote, a
kiddo on a sled.
Then one day the creatures turned magical; the moose
became a unicorn and one of the cats became a dragon.
When we finally caught up with the artist, he was was
crafting a big octopus with 10 foot tentacles one sunny
Friday evening a day after a big snow fall.
Turns out, our mystery snow sculptor is Shane Foster of
Millcreek. Shane began playing with snow sculptures a
couple years back just to see what he could create. As he
practiced in his own neighborhood after a big snowfall,
he realized the delight that children, neighbors and
friends experienced with his creations and he discovered
the joy of creating something magical with his own hands
as well as the process of getting better with each
creation. Shane’s vision is to have a Winter Fest at the
top of Emigration Canyon where multiple artists gather to
create a magical kingdom of snow creatures!
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Remembering Fred Smolka
There is a hole in the heart of our canyon community with the
passing of Fred Smolka on March 1st of this year. Fred lived in the
canyon most of his life, and he loved both the canyon itself as well
the community of people who live here. He worked hard to make
the canyon a better place to live, and his contributions benefited
all who live here.
Fred knew the geography of the canyon better than most, and as a
young man he loved exploring the trails and hills while he was
running. His younger brother Joe says “He had explored every inch
of this canyon, and most of it he knew by heart.” Fred hiked and
explored and camped throughout Utah, and he loved the desert as
well, but Emigration Canyon was always closest to his heart.
However, it was through his hard work and service to the
community that most of us came to know Fred. He was a member of
the Citizens of Emigration Canyon (a precursor organization to the
current Emigration Canyon Community Council), and served as
president of that organization for 8 years. His time with this
organization made him realize that the Canyon needed to be
safeguarded from unrestrained development, and Fred was one of
the key people in the process of “downzoning” throughout the
canyon, which meant that the canyon had fewer lots on which new
homes could be built. He was also instrumental in negotiations
which capped buildout of the Emigration Oaks subdivision at well
below 300 homes, rather than the 1100+ units which were originally
planned for that area.
After his service with the Citizens of Emigration Canyon, Fred moved
onto the Emigration Improvement District, where he worked
tirelessly to protect the canyon’s water quality, and provide safe
water to the people who live here. Fred was a trustee of the EID for
many terms, and then went on to become the manager. It is largely
because of Fred’s work and persistence that we have a canyon-wide
system of fire hydrants. Many of us first met him in the middle of
the night - when he would be out working on urgent problem which
needed to be fixed! Fred was renowned for his energy and “can-do”
attitude when tackling problems large and small.
Fred loved to share his community and his canyon with others. He
initiated “Church in the Canyon” at his home, and he was a fixture
at community events including races, Firewise Day, and numerous
volunteer efforts from trash pickup to trail building. He attended
community meetings, and continued to contribute his expertise in
water and other canyon matters until shortly before his death.
Fred, we will miss you! Thank you for all you did for Emigration
Canyon!
Note: Those who wish to make a donation in Fred's memory are
encouraged to donate to their favorite cause. Need suggestions? The
University of Utah Department of Orthopaedics, Department of Internal
Medicine, and the University of Utah Liver Clinic are all high on Fred's list
Read the obituary here: https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/deseretnews/
obituary.aspx?pid=191715870
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NOTICES

Pet Licensing Clinics & Free Microchips

Email List
Please sign up for ECCC’s email list.
Our next newsletter will be sent out
electronically, so please make sure
you sign up under the “Newsletter”
sign-up box at:
http://www.emigrationcanyon.org

A message from Salt Lake County Animal Services
Salt Lake County Animal Services is coming to Emigration Canyon to
license and microchip your pets! Help your pet get home safe and
make sure they’re up-to-date on their licenses. All dogs, cats and
ferrets must be licensed in Emigration Canyon Metro Township.
When Should You License:
•
Within 30 days of moving to a new city/township. Or as soon
as your pet is over 5 months of age.
Why Your Pet Should Be Licensed:
•
A license is the best way to reunite you with your pet if they
become lost. Secondly, if you pet is injured, and found by
one of our officers, a license guarantees that they would be
taken to a veterinarian for emergency care.
What to Bring to the Licensing Clinic:
•
Bring proof of previous rabies vaccinations, license, &
microchip.
•
If you’re getting your pet microchipped, dogs MUST be on
leash and cats MUST be in carriers.
License Fees are $15 for neutered/spayed animals, $40 if not
neutered/spayed, or $5 for Senior Citizens (60 & older; pet must be
neutered/spayed).
The licensing clinics will be held from 12:00 - 2:00 PM at the Fire
Station (5025 Emigration Canyon Rd) on these dates:
•
June 13th,
•
September 12th, and
•
December 12th.
Questions about licensing email licensing@slco.org. For all other
questions email animal@slco.org. Feel free to visit us at 511 W 3900
S, SLC, UT 84105, Mon – Sat from 10 AM – 6 PM.

Green & Bulk Waste Disposal
Wasatch Front Waste & Recycling
will deliver one free waste trailer to
your house for either green or bulk
waste (additional waste trailers
available for rent), from May-Sept.
Go to wasatchfrontwaste.org/trailerrental/ or call (385) 468-6325 to
reserve your trailer. Reserve early!
Free Sand Bags
Salt Lake County Public Works
provides a limited number of free
sand bags. They can be obtained
from Salt Lake County Public
Works Operations Division, 604 W
6960 S in Midvale. For info, call (385)
468-6101 or go to https://slco.org/
flood-control/flood-preparednessmanual/
Canyon Road Races & Road Closures
We are aware of several races later
this year that will affect traffic in the
canyon.
• Iron Lung ride - July 20, 2019 (no
lanes closed typically)
• Deseret News Marathon - July 24,
2019 (one lane closed typically)
• Haunted Half Marathon - October
19, 2019 (one lane closed typically)
Other races and road closures may
be added later as race organizers
request their permits.
House Number Signs
Don't have your Emigration Canyon
house number sign yet? Order one
today! www.emigrationcanyon.org/
this-sign-could-save-your-life

